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warded off by long miles of desert land. There was this important difference, too, that Augustine's ascetieal ideal was moderate. It: wan the ideal of a philosopher. Provided the chief luxuries of life were sacrificed, and the will was strengthened by a sober diet and an occasional fast, lie did not see the need of inflicting HO much positive self-torture. Whilst Jemme was gashing his naked breast with stones in his Syrian hermitage, Augustine was quietly taking his plain dinner and cup of wine at his neatly appointed table, Whilst Jerome exaggerated the sterner counsels of Christ, Augustine attenuated them. In one of his sermons (No, 101), he explains, in a pleasant way, what Christ meant by forbidding His disciples to carry purses, wear shoes, and so forth. ' Lord,' he says, * Thou didst suffer a theft in Thy company : what hadst Thou that the thief might take from ?' So the ' purse ' must mean ' wisdom closed up,' not a bag of money. In the same way shoes, or * dead skins,' mean * dead, or unregene-rate, works.' It is intelligible, therefore* that the African monasteries should offer a comparatively agreeable retreat for the driven and despised slave, who had as much chance as any other of becoming superior, and the overworked agricultural labourer.ere Monachorum, c. 25.tmt -.ft ..-,,!,',!  Jur*.ti,'t>ese miracles until years afterwards.
